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the summer. So far as I know, they were never permanently
extinguished.
Aided by the druggist-waitress I had listed all the leading
personages in town, white and Indian, with brief items for their
easy identification. This was committed to memorys thus
enabling me to greet them by name5 correctly pronounced9 and
often to add some small personality which pleased them
enormously.
Mending old Klaook's broken ribs gave me a good start towards
winning the Indians' confidence. When all precedent was broken
by asking no fees from them in advance they were almost too
friendly, coming to me with all sorts of complaints and, probably
for the first time to any white doctor, with their obstetrical
difficulties. These differed in no respect from those of young and
healthy white women leading active lives in which there was no
element of fear or dread; primipara excepted, childbirth rarely
lasted longer than an hour or two, unless complicated by a
deformed pelvis, an overgrown baby or its faulty position.
Dreaded eclampsia was unknown; infections and haemorrhages
were rare. But retained and adherent placentae were rather
common, possibly due to syphilis. In these cases the Indian
medicine man's miracles often were spectacular; after waiting
several days, the adherent placenta usually began sloughing,
needing only the strong expulsive efforts incited by his incanta-
tions.
In medical school we were taught next to nothing about
abnormal childbirth, it being assumed, evidently, that when in
trouble we would call in a specialist. But in Alaska there were no
specialists; therefore I followed the only safe and sane course I
knew, which was the test of time; if satisfactory progress was
not made on schedule, I looked for the cause and tried to remedy
it myself. It was a hard but invaluable school of experience in
which one must study, observe, remember, use his judgment and
stand or fall by the outcome, with no shifting of responsibility. I
could find some encouragement in realizing that however little of
skill and knowledge I had to offer, it was more than had been
given them before.
That the Indians were not lacking in appreciation was shown
in the way all doctors prize most dearly, by paying for services
la jpatitude, money, or in kind, or by recommendations to friends.
As & n*k they were honest, and not so much forgetful